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 The past several years have not been kind to 
California. Between the seemingly worsening annual 
wildfires, the rising cost of  living, heavy traffic, 
and major droughts, this once sought-after land 
has been given some bad publicity. Nearby states 
have complained of  a mass exodus of  Californians 
crowding their homeland and impacting their politics. 

 I can understand why people are fleeing the 
state seeking financial freedom and shelter from 
the disproportionate influence of  large cities like 
Los Angeles over a state that is actually more 
farmland and desert than city. Many people feel 
underrepresented because the needs of  these cities 
are prioritized due to their large populations. But I 
spent most of  2020 traveling across this vast region I 
call home and have rediscovered its natural beauty in 
a way that I never knew before. This photo essay is 
meant to tell a story of  my travels and reignite a sense 
of  pride in this ecologically diverse and beautiful 
place in as few words as possible.























“Take a course in good water and air; and in the 
eternal youth of  nature you may renew your own. Go 
quietly alone and no harm will befall you.”

-John Muir





California is interconnected 
by a complex series of  
highways that can make it 
an overwhelming place for 
visitors to traverse. These 
highways were famously 
constructed and connected 
to one another through the 
mid-twentieth century. The 
East Fork Road Project was 
one of  these builds that 
were supposed to connect 
the San Gabriel Valley to 
Wrightwood. During a 
massive flood, much of  the 
project was wiped out and 
the rest was abandoned. But 
one part remained standing. 
A bridge was left intact, 
seemingly in the middle 
of  nowhere and now it is 
a famous part of  a major 
hiking trail in Los Angeles 
county.



The “Bridge to Nowhere” // 34.25733°N 
117.75089°W













Joshua trees are a considerably picky yucca. They 
can only grow between the elevation of  2000 and 
6000 feet. And they are only found in California, 
Utah, Nevada, and Arizona. They got their name 
when the Mormons fled west and thought the plant 
looked like the prophet Joshua beckoning them into 
the promised land. Though Joshua Tree National 
Park is known for the famous yucca. It is home to 
a variety of  plants, two separate desert ecosystems, 
abandoned mines, and otherworldly rock formations. 
It is a mecca for rock climbers and has miles of  
offroad trails (some motorcyclists are shown top right 
taking advantage of  these trails).
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Looking at a map of  the United States, you might 
assume California has the most coast of  any state. But 
it actually ranks 5th in terms of  coastal length. What 
makes California so unique is its coastal diversity. In 
the south, you have welcoming sandy beaches, easily 
accessible, and each with their own sets of  beachfront 
restaurants and real estate. And in the north, you can 
see massive redwood forests which seem to drop off 
thousands of  feet into the mystic blue Pacific.






























